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Welcome! 
 

We are delighted to have you worshiping with us today!  The Church of the Good 

Shepherd (COGS) is a dynamic congregation with a rich history and an exciting 

ministry in the community. 
 

Our church is a part of a blend of four major Protestant denominations that united 

together in 1957 to form the United Church of Christ.  We claim the early Pilgrim and 

Puritan settlers of this country as part of our heritage, and celebrate the words of Pastor 

John Robinson, who in his farewell remarks to the Pilgrims as they were leaving for the 

“new world,” said, 
 

“There is still more light and truth to break forth from God’s holy word.” 
 

We are a church that: 

 Takes the Bible seriously, but not literally.  

 Worships God with joyful hearts and open minds. 

 Includes children in the life and ministry of the church. 

 Celebrates creativity and the arts. 

 Seeks to be inclusive of ALL people. 

 Believes that growth in wisdom and understanding happens at all stages of life. 

 Is committed to work for justice for all people and for the environment. 

 Cares for one another, laughs easily, and rests in God’s love. 

 Looks to Jesus as teacher, prophet and Child of God. 

 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2011 
4 p.m.  and  7 p.m. 

 
* Those who wish are invited to stand as they are able. 

 
PRELUDE 
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HYMN “The First Nowell” 
 

The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born in a manger, Emmanuel. 
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HYMN:   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see you lie. 

Above your deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in your dark streets shines forth the everlasting light, 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in you tonight. 

 

 
 

HYMN   “Born in the Night, Mary’s Child” 
 

Born in the night, Mary’s Child, a long way from your home; 

Coming in need, Mary’s Child, born in a borrowed room. 
 

Clear shining light, Mary’s Child, your face lights up our way, 

Light of the world, Mary’s Child, dawn on our shadowed day. 
 

Hope of the world, Mary’s Child, you’re coming soon to reign; 

Sovereign of earth, Mary’s Child, walk in our streets again.  

(continued on reverse) 
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Please join us tomorrow morning 

at 10:45 a.m. for an informal 

Christmas worship service. 

Feel free to wear 

your pajamas! 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 


